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MEET OUR FIREFIGHTERS

Richard Marrow, a Forest Ranger Il . for
Oklahoma Forestry Services, is based out of M
the Yanush Unit in the Wilburton district of the
East Central Area. His unit covers the Potato
Hills which are short, steep, gravelly hills rising
about 500 feet above the valleys and covered
with oak-pine forests. The unique topographic
features and deep hardwood fuels combine to
ﬁw create erratic fire behavior, as fires race up the
short slopes to the top of one “Tater Hill,” then
s more slowly-back down the slope, only to gain
steam again on the next one. The unit also
g includes much taller: mountains such as
Buffalo Mountain, which rises 1400 feet above
the ‘surrounding valley. -
Richardis the third member of his family to not only work for Oklahoma Forestry
Services, but in the same area, same district, and, at one point, doing the same
job. Richard started working for Oklahoma Forestry Services on March 19, 1978,
while still in high school, as an Emergency Fire Crew Hand. At that time, his
father, Aubrey Marrow, also worked for the agency as a Fire Tower Observer on
the Buffalo Tower in southeastern Latimer County.. Aubrey’s career with forestry
spanned from 1961 to his retirement in 1982, when his wife, Verna, temporarily
took over tower duty until Richard became responsible for Buffalo Tower in
August of 1983. Richard later became a ranger in this area. Richard is a Type 4
Incident Commander and is making progress on his prescribed fire burn boss
position task book. The East Central Area appreciates Richard and his fire
suppression experience, knowledge of local fire behavior and strong ties to
Oklahoma Forestry Services history.
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Rich;rd Marrow

1. Chimney cleaned and screened.

2, 100 ft. of garden hose attached.

6. Grass green and mowed.

7. Driveway accessible with
address visible.

3. Woodpile, fuel tanks, and burn-
able items 30 ft. from structures.

8. Scattered trees within 30 ft.
of structures.

4. Vegetation mowed 100 ft. from
any structure.

9. Storage shed located away
from home.

5. Thin and prune trees.

For questions or comments contact Drew Daily, Fire Staff Forester, at drew.daily@ag.ok.gov or call 405-522-6158. To sign up
for our email list, suggest topics for future issues or download Oklahoma Wildland Tailgate issues visit forestry.ok.gov/tailgate.
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“STRUCTURE THREATENED!”

TWO WORDS THAT RAISE YOUR PULSE AND INCREASE YOUR SENSE
OF URGENCY. TAKE A BREATH - YOU ARE TRAINED FOR THIS ...

AS FIREFIGHTERS, WE NEED TO BE TRUE TO INCIDENT OBJECTIVE
NUMBER ONE: “PROVIDE FOR FIREFIGHTER AND PUBLIC SAFETY!”
EVEN WHEN THE LIVELIHOOD OF PEOPLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY IS
AT STAKE.

THE GOAL: PROTECT STRUCTURES AND SUPPRESS THE FIRE.

THE RESPONSIBILITY: UTILIZE TACTICS THAT PROVIDE FOR SAFETY AND
EFFECTIVENESS.



APPLYING WHAT

YOU'VE LEARNED
SITUATION AWARENESS IN THE WUI . Lo Sk
As the Task Force Leader of a group of engines that has been working a growing fire in the northern
In the rapidly changing arena of interface fires there are many factors that will affect critical decision part of the county, you are proud of the work that theﬁ.fl’e:ﬁg‘hters you are assigned to have
making and require heightened situational awareness for firefighter safety. accomplished over the last couple of hours. In fact, your task force was successful in the

containing a critical piece of fireline on the west flank. But, during a break you are told that your
task force is being reassigned to the east flank to assist with structure prbtectjon as the fire
has entered a small rural community. 2 :

Identify values to be protected. I
Develop awareness of civilians in the incident area. ' :
Determine access - both ingress and egress. ¢
Ensure that command structure is commensurate with incident needs.

Identify hazards.

Anticipate changes within the incident area.

LOOK UP! LOOK DOWN! LOOK AROUND!

e Observe hazards - both at hand and developing. e Utilize a Risk Management thought process.
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As you walk up the driveway, you see an opportqnity to anchor into a pond
and fight the fire in a field behind the barn, but the fire is moving quickly
ou are not sure whether you can catch it before it reaches the

| structures. : =g
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e Avoid undue risks to firefighters. e Rely onincident personnel to assist with
situation awareness.

DETERMINE MODE OF SUPPRESSION | ——
ST, OFFENSIVE A

0) Where do you place your engines for effectiveness while providing for safety?

Attack fire establishing an Anchor Point. . . .
v 8 @ What mode of suppression will you utilize?

0) Contain fire and suppress any spot fires and hot spots.

EXERC!
DEFENSIVE

0) Set up engine providing an escape route.
0) Suppress fire when possible or “steer” fire away from structures.

If possible, prepare or wet areas around the structure in advance
of the flaming front.

COMBINATION

LS
0) Typically requires multiple engines and personnel. .H' - *hﬁ' :
e

0) Prepare or wet structure and improvements when possible.

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

0) Suppress or divert fire around structures.

This publication is issued by the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry as authorized by Secretary of Agriculture Jim Reese. 1,100 copies have been prepared at a cost of
$991.56 . Copies have been deposited with the Oklahoma Department of Libraries.

0) Monitor for changes in situation.
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