
MINUTES 
 

EASTERN REDCEDAR REGISTRY BOARD 
 
 
Friday, January 9, 2015      CPS Conference Room 
10:00a.m.        Agriculture Building 
         2800 N. Lincoln Blvd 
         Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 
 
The Eastern Redcedar Registry Board met in regular session at 10:00 a.m., January 9, 2015 in the 
Consumer Protection Services Conference Room of the Agriculture Building, 2800 N. Lincoln 
Blvd., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Written notice of this meeting was filed with the Secretary of 
State and posted on the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry website.  A notice was 
posted on the door of the Agriculture Building 24 hours prior to the meeting setting forth the 
date, time, place and agenda for the meeting. 
 
 Members Present: Paul Todd 
    Gary Bledsoe 
    Steven Glasgow 
    Trey Lam 
    Dr. Salim Hiziroglu 
    Bob Thompson 
    Richard McDaniel (Designee for Scott Thompson) 
    George Geissler (Designee for Jim Reese) 
 
 Members Absent: Bruce Brown 
    Elmer Maddux 
 
Mr. Todd called the meeting to order and a quorum was declared. 
 
Mr. Todd welcomed Mr. Ken Wendall. 
 
Mr. Bledsoe moved, Dr. Hiziroglu seconded, to approve the minutes as presented of the October 
17, 2014, meeting of the Eastern Redcedar Registry Board with Mr. Bledsoe’s correction. 
 

Those voting Aye:  Paul Todd, Gary Bledsoe, Steven Glasgow, Trey Lam, Dr. 
Salim Hiziroglu, Bob Thompson, Richard McDaniel, and George Geissler.  No:  
None.  Abstentions:  None.  The motion passed. 
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Reports 
 
State of the Cedar Industry 
 
Mr. Todd subscribes to number of publications and shared the following information with the 
Board.  Advertising on the front page of the Lumbermen’s Equipment Digest reads, “Wanted 
Aromatic Redcedar Logs, pay per ton or pay by the foot.”  Another ad was found in the 
American Lumber & Pallet.  Mr. Todd called Mr. Mike Glascock, from Indiana, who specializes 
in sawing cedar.  For the last 18-months; the price of cedar logs has doubled to $120/ton.  He 
also spoke with Mr. Winfred Bates, a member of the Aromatic Cedar Association, is by far the 
largest exporter of cedar and averages twenty-two container loads of cedar for export per month 
and is paying a historical high of $120/ton.  Everyone says the export business is driving the 
price.  The export market sees the value in what we have, but why don’t we see it? 
 
Mr. Todd met with Secretary Reese to discuss the cedar industry.  Secretary Reese has in his 
budget; funds earmarked towards the cedar industry and have sat on that money for over two 
years. 
 
Mr. Geissler mentioned not every redcedar would meet the standards and minimum spec 
requirements.  In the export market, the Europeans have a sustainability standard and much of 
what we have does not meet the standard since Oklahoma is in the eradicating model.  What the 
Europeans are looking for is sustainable forest as part of their climate change. 
 
Mr. Todd asked if someone from this committee would be willing to contact one of the major 
companies and/or the Department of Commerce. 
 
Mr. Geissler’s idea is to work with the Department of Commerce to help recruit and bring forest 
industry to the state. 
 
Mr. Bledsoe would prefer, if one were aware of an industry or had mild interest in looking at 
Oklahoma as a site, to work with the Department of Commerce. 
 
Mr. Todd stated this topic is not done and will continue at the next meeting scheduled for Friday, 
March 13, 2015. 
 
 
Education 
Dr. Hiziroglu reported that about 50-60 people attended the Aromatic Cedar Association 
Convention for their annual Cedar Summit at the Fairview Community Center in Fairview, OK 
on October 18, 2014. 
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Research 
Dr. Hiziroglu would like Mr. Collin Craige give a presentation on the Development of the OSU 
Eastern Redcedar Supply Chain Model at one of our future ERC Registry Board meetings. 
 
Prescribed Fire & Statewide Insurance 
Mr. Bledsoe indicated last year was a good year for growing vegetation - fuel for fire.  This year, 
there is a lot of interest for prescribed fire this winter and early spring.  The Oklahoma 
Prescribed Burn Association, across the state, is conducting training through this winter and 
talking to folks about prescribed burn plans and appropriate ways to go about conducting 
prescribed burns. 
 
Mr. Lam mentioned the Conservation Districts has a program to provide funds to individuals 
who want to create fireguards where they are going to do the prescribed burn.  2016 is the first 
year this program has been in place for the firebreak. 
 
Currently looking at two or three different insurance companies and discussing the possibility for 
the state. 
 
 

Old Business 
 

Mr. Todd reminded at the last Board meeting, Mr. Bruce Brown was tentatively staying on the 
Board, and they need to be proactive in looking for his replacement.  Currently Mr. Brown holds 
the Harvester’s position and it would be good if the replacement member was also a native of the 
state and a heavy harvester. 
 
Mr. Todd has found Mr. Charlie English, certified arborist, who is willing to participate and is in 
the process of filling out the application form. 
 
Mr. Geissler is not sure if Mr. English qualifies, essentially not in the business to harvest trees, 
but he does separate the product once he has the material.  His primary business is not 
harvesting, its urban forestry work.  All the by-products, the wood waste, he finds a market for 
them. 
 
Mr. Lam wants to know how many people are actually in that business.  If it’s limited, we may 
not have a choice. 
 
Mr. Geissler pointed out that you can pull names of individuals of different harvesters from the 
registry list. 
 
Mr. Todd will look into the registry list for names. 
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The next ERC Registry Board meeting will be held on Friday, March 13, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the CPS Conference Room at the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry. 

 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Lam moved, Mr. Bledsoe 
seconded, that the meeting be adjourned at 11:41 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Chairman, Eastern Redcedar Registry Board 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
         
        Executive Secretary 
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