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PROTECTION AREA STATISTICS October 14 thru October 15, 2020       

NE Area –   1 Fire Burned 2 Acres (Cause: Incendiary) 

EC Area –   No New Activity 

SE Area –  1 Fire Burned 40 Acres (Cause: 1-Incendiary) 
 
 

Large / Significant Fire Activity within the Protection Area:  No New Activity 

Fire Activity with OFS Response outside of the Protection Area:   No New Activity 
 

OFS Prescribed Fire Activity:       No New Activity 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT STATISTICS from www.firereporting.ok.gov recorded on October 14 thru October 15, 2020  
 New Activity Reported 

 Some Wildfire Activity Noted through Informal Reporting and Media Coverage 
 

Statewide Discussion:  Very strong winds this morning as a powerful cold front moves across Oklahoma with marginal to poor 
overnight moisture recovery over much of the state holding moderate to high fire danger indices in place.  Wind speeds are 
expected to diminish through the day relaxing around sunset.  Some light rain chances exist in far southeastern Oklahoma this 
morning as the front exits the area.  Dry conditions will dominate over most of the state through the weekend retaining moderate 
fire danger indices across much of the state.  Current forecasts are unsettled with precipitation potential associated with a cold 
front on Sunday. 
 

Today:  Stout northerly winds combined with marginal overnight moisture recovery in all areas excluding southeast Oklahoma will 
facilitate persistence of moderate fire danger indices this morning.  Moderate fire danger indices will remain in place through most 
of the day as winds begin to diminish into the afternoon and evening hours.  The highest fire danger indices today will reside in 
southwestern Oklahoma where drought impacted fuels will be subjected to dry conditions and continued strong winds through the 
day. 

 Southwest OK:  Drought stressed fuels will be receptive with 5% fine-dead fuel moisture values through much of the 
burning period as temperatures stall at 68⁰-74⁰ and afternoon relative humidity values settle at 20-25%.  Strong northeast 
winds this morning will lessen somewhat into the afternoon remaining northeast sustained at 15-22 mph with higher gusts.  
Given limited herbaceous growth through much of the summer, fuel loading is characterized as normal to below-normal.  
Nonetheless, rates of spread in grass dominated fuels in the area will exhibit forward rates of spread 85-150 ft./min. with 
head fire flame lengths 7-12 ft.  In the isolated areas where more adverse fuels are present, rates of spread may briefly 
tap 200 ft./min.  

 Central/Northeastern OK:  Winds will gradually diminish through the day remaining strongest in south-central counties.  
Sky cover will aid in holding fine-dead fuel moisture values above critical threshold at 7-9% with a few locations tapping 
6% where skies clear in the afternoon with temperatures 65⁰-73⁰ with relative humidity values 29-35%.  Live fuel moisture 
continues to govern potential rates of spread with grass dominated fuels exhibiting ROS at 85-135 ft./min. and head fire 
flame lengths averaging 7.5 ft. 

 Northwestern OK/OK Panhandle:  Relative humidity values this afternoon in the mid-20%’s and high temperatures in 
the mid-60⁰’s will deliver fine-dead fuel moisture values of 5%.  Very dry conditions and the lack of moisture in recent days 
has served to transition fuels more toward dormant status and Energy Release Component values have risen above the 
80th percentile with much of the Panhandle above the 90th percentile pointing to increased resistance to control.  North to 
northeast winds this afternoon sustained around 10 mph along with some higher gusts will support rates of fire spread 
averaging 80 ft./min. offering good opportunity during initial attack. 

 Southeastern OK:  Continued sky cover through the day, some rain chance and relative humidity values well above levels 
of concern will limit fuels receptiveness and fire danger today. 

 

Near-Term Outlook:   
Friday - Much cooler temperatures are forecasted Thursday night with potential for some areas across the northern tier of 
Oklahoma to experience a frost.  Dry conditions and clear skies with afternoon temperatures in the mid- to upper-60⁰’s will offer 
receptive fuels, especially where the live-to-dead ratio has tipped toward dead fuel availability.  Comparatively light and variable 
winds will limit fire spread potential in large part offering very good opportunity for successful initial attack efforts. 
Saturday – Warmer temperatures are expected with stronger winds focused in the northeast quarter of the state although 
afternoon relative humidity values are forecasted to remain well above critical concern.  And, the warmest/driest conditions in the 
Panhandle will lack the wind speed to drive concerning rates of fire spread.  With the fire environment generally out of alignment, 
continued successful initial attack with very limited opportunity for large fire occurrence is expected. 
Sunday – Again, placement of the cold front is in question at this time and will require further discernment with regard to 
precipitation chances.  Nonetheless, fire danger is expected to be relaxed with elevated relative humidity values. 
 
Burn Bans:  No Burn Bans currently in effect. 
**NOTE** Refer to http://www.forestry.ok.gov/burn-ban-info for the most current burn ban information and links to specific burn 
ban proclamations. 

Remember…  ONLY YOU can prevent wildfires!  Enjoy Oklahoma’s wildlands responsibly. 
Report any suspicious wildland fire activity on the 

Arson Tip Line:  1-866-662-7766 (1-866-NO ARSON). 
Prepared By: Drew Daily, OFS Fire Staff  
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