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MINUTES 

 

EASTERN REDCEDAR REGISTRY BOARD 
 

Friday, October 18, 2013            CPS Conference Room 

10:00 a.m.   Agriculture Building 

     2800 N. Lincoln Blvd. 

     Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  

  
 

The Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board met in regular session at 10:00 a.m., October 18, 2013, in 

the Consumer Protection Services Conference Room of the Agriculture Building, 2800 N. 

Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Written notice of this meeting was filed with the 

Secretary of State and posted on the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry website.  A 

notice was posted on the door of the Agriculture Building 24 hours prior to the meeting setting 

forth the date, time, place, and agenda for the meeting.  

 

  Members Present: Gary Bledsoe, Chairman 

    Bruce Brown 

    George Geissler (Designee for Jim Reese)   

    Joel Rodriguez (Designee for Bob Thompson) 

    Mike Thralls  

    Paul Todd    

       

  Members Absent:  Dr. Salim Hiziroglu 

    Elmer Maddux 

    Steve Thompson    

    Steven Glasgow 

  

Mr. Bledsoe called the meeting to order and a quorum was declared.    

 

Mr. Bledsoe welcomed his grandson, Braden Stone; Russell Stevens, Noble Foundation, and 

Brent Kisling; Dr. McKinley, Aromatic Cedar Association. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

Paul Todd moved, Mike Thralls seconded, to approve the minutes as presented of the August 16, 

2013, meeting of the Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board. 

 

Those voting Aye:  Gary Bledsoe, Bruce Brown, George Geissler, Joel 

Rodriguez, Mike Thralls, and Paul Todd.   No: None.   Abstentions:  None.  The 

motion passed. 

 

Presentation 

Russell Stevens, Wildlife and Range Consultant, The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, gave a 

presentation on the Noble Foundation’s involvement with the Oklahoma Prescribed Burn 
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Association.  The ERC is a native plant and has become problematic in some instances, but in his 

opinion, it’s not any more problematic than some other native plants. The Noble Foundation 

views the ERC as a natural resource that can be utilized in the right opportunity.  They 

recommend and refer people to the Eastern Redcedar Registry Board, which he thinks is an 

outstanding effort and creates an opportunity for people, including matching up landowners with 

harvesters. 

The Noble Foundation works with landowners to try to manage the ERC; some landowners are 

interested in commercial harvesters, some like it because it provides coverage for local wildlife. 

The Noble Foundation is now allowed to consult with landowners outside their original 100 mile 

radius of Ardmore, which has allowed them to work with the Oklahoma Prescribed Burn 

Association (OPBA).   

An agreement between the Noble Foundation and OPBA was signed at Conservation Day at the 

Capitol on April 1, 2013 for the Noble Foundation to support the OPBA with in-kind support.   

Mr. Stevens is now overseeing this program for the Noble Foundation. 

The OPBA is encouraging people to form local Prescribed Burn Associations; there are currently 

18 associations in the state, some of which are more active than others.  There are probably about 

8 or 9 associations that are very active; a handful are moderately active and some are not active 

at all.  Two new associations have been added; one is located in Okmulgee County and the other 

in Pontotoc County. 

Mr. Stevens will be working with groups to encourage them to consider all the people in the 

community rather than just the people that are interested in their specific area.   For example, 

someone who is just interested in beef cattle management and wants to use fire to maintain his 

forage quality and abundance might have equipment, abilities and knowledge could help 

someone interested in managing whitetail deer. An effort is being made to get these groups 

together to manage their land, whether you want the product to be whitetail deer, timber or beef 

cattle. 

Mr. Stevens also talked about the Noble Foundations efforts to try to get an insurance program 

established for landowners that are conducting prescribed fire.  They are finalizing a checklist 

that landowners should use to demonstrate to an insurance company that they can qualify for 

insurance.  Some of the checklist items include releasing a burn plan, going through the online 

training that John Weir, OSU, has established, and attending some onsite training courses and 

participating in a couple of burns.  Also on the checklist will be following the state laws and burn 

bans and notification plans.  They are also trying to form partnerships with other agencies and 

groups to form educational and training events that will be part of the checklist. 

As new associations are formed, the Noble Foundation is going to try to provide them with 

equipment; burn trailers, drip torches, sprayers, and pumping units, as well as the education on 

how to use the equipment. 

Mr. Thralls asked about the Noble Foundations involvement in need for communication during 

prescribed fires.  Mr. Stevens reported that Bill Inman, Creek County Burn Association, and 

John Weir, OSU, have worked on this issue.  Mr. Inman was a communications specialist in the 

military, was able to work with the FCC and secure a radio frequency for prescribed burning for 
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the OPBA.  They were able to get funding through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, with the 

help of the Conservation Districts, and were able to purchase high-end Motorola radios that are 

tuned into that frequency.  They anticipate being able to equip 8-10 prescribed burn associations.  

George Geissler stated that these radios are the same quality that Oklahoma’s rural fire 

departments use. 

Reports 

 

Marketing: Bruce Brown talked about The Faces of Cedar in Oklahoma.  He stated that the 

Noble Foundation, Conservation Commission, and NRCS all are faces and make contributions 

the issue of cedar in Oklahoma. He invited Brent Kisling, Enid Economic Development Group 

and the Aromatic Cedar Association, to the meeting and stated that he is a new face in the 

process.   

 

In the private side Paul Todd retired from the Aromatic Cedar Association and Dr. McKinley has 

taken over as President of the Organization and Brent Kisling is now the Executive Director of 

the Aromatic Cedar Association.  Brent has been active and one of the supporters of the jet fuel 

proposal in Enid.   

 

Mr. Brown has invited to the January ERC Registry Board meeting a North Carolina company 

who has contacted him and Paul Todd, as well as two other people.  The group is interested in 

installing a wood burning boiler in federal prison in El Reno.   

 

One of the considerations for any project is the cost of ERC feed stock Mr. Brown believes an 

effort needs to be made to attempt to identify and evaluate other methods of harvesting of the 

ERC and plans on trying to participate in this process.  We need to come up with a method that 

will produce efficiencies, beyond what we have now, in order to reduce the cost per ton. 

 

Education:  Paul Todd reported he is now helping his son run his custom cutting business and 

that every week trucks come into the business with ERC and he hasn’t heard of the operator.   He 

believes that it is important to bring these independent operators into the mainstream.   

 

Research: Dr. McKinley said that one of the important issues right now deals with water quality 

and water usage.  There is heavy emphasis on research at OSU right now, because there is 

funding available for this research.  He believes that in the next few years there will be a lot of 

information available relating to the ERC (and other species) and their water usage and 

grasslands versus timberlands.   

 

Prescribed Fire:  Mr. Bledsoe reported that the prescribed burn association he belongs to and the 

associations around him believe they will have a great opportunity to perform prescribed burns.  

His group is gearing up for that and taking additional training; they have enjoyed the video that 

John Weir has put together. 

 

George Geissler said that Forestry Services will be using a marketing campaign to increase 

public awareness on the importance of prescribed fire on Oklahoma’s landscapes and an article 

had already been in Oklahoma Living Magazine.  The marketing campaign focuses on a land in 

balance.  There will also be a packet sent out to all the prescribed burn associations that talks 

about the ecological impact of prescribed fire on the landscape.  There will also be a video that is 
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made specifically for Oklahoma. This information not only addresses how to perform a 

prescribed burn, but educations the public on what they will see and allow them to understand 

that this is not a threat.  Forestry Services has also hired a fire ecologist who will join the staff in 

January 2014. 

 

 

Election of Officers 

 

Bruce Brown moved, Mike Thralls seconded, that the 2014 Officers for the Eastern Redcedar 

Registry Board remain the same as they were for 2013 with Gary Bledsoe serving as Chairman 

and Bruce Brown serving as Vice Chairman.  

 

Those voting Aye:  Bruce Brown, George Geissler, Joel Rodriguez, Mike Thralls, 

and Paul Todd.   No: None.   Abstentions:  Gary Bledsoe.  The motion passed. 

 

2014 Meeting Dates 

 

Mr. Thralls moved, Mr. Brown seconded, to approve the following 2014 dates for the Eastern 

Red Cedar Registry Board: 

 

   Friday, January 17, 2014  10:00 a.m.  

   Friday, March 14, 2014  10:00 a.m. 

   Friday, May 16, 2014             10:00 a.m. 

   Friday, August 15, 2014        10:00 a.m. 

   Friday, October 17, 2014        10:00 a.m.  

 

Those voting Aye:  Gary Bledsoe, Bruce Brown, George Geissler, Joel 

Rodriguez, Mike Thralls, and Paul Todd.   No: None.   Abstentions:  None.  The 

motion passed. 

 

 

 The next meeting will be held on Friday, January 17, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. in the CPS Conference 

Room at the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Thralls  moved, Mr. Rese 

seconded, that the meeting be adjourned at 11:49 a.m.  

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

President, Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board 

 

 

______________________________ 

Executive Secretary 


