
MINUTES 

 

EASTERN RED CEDAR REGISTRY BOARD 
 

Friday, March 2, 2012            CPS Conference Room 

10:00 a.m.   Agriculture Building 

     2800 N. Lincoln Blvd. 

     Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  

  
 

The Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board met in regular session at 10:00 a.m., March 2, 2012, in 

the Consumer Protection Services Division (CPS) Conference Room of the Agriculture Building, 

2800 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Written notice of this meeting was filed with 

the Secretary of State and posted on the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry website.  

A notice was posted on the door of the Agriculture Building 24 hours prior to the meeting setting 

forth the date, time, place, and agenda for the meeting.  

 

  Members Present: Gary Bledsoe, Chairman 

    Bruce Brown, Vice-Chairman 

    Pat Clark 

    Steven Glasgow 

    Dr. Salim Hirziroglu 

    Elmer Maddux 

    Dr. Craig McKinley 

    Jim Reese 

    Mike Thralls 

    Bob Thompson 

   

  Members Absent:  Chuck Battles     

   Steve Thompson 

    

  Others Present: Paul Todd, Aromatic Cedar Association 

   Nathan Lillie 

   Jacqueline Brink-Rosin 

   Dawn Nester 

  

Mr. Bledsoe called the meeting to order and a quorum was declared.   Mr. Bledsoe announced 

that Chuck Battles submitted his resignation from the Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board 

effective February 4, 2012. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

Jim Reese moved, Elmer Maddux seconded, to approve the minutes as presented of the February 

3, 2012, meeting of the Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board. 

 

Those voting Aye:  Gary Bledsoe, Bruce Brown, Pat Clark, Steven Glasgow, Dr.  

Salim Hirziroglu, Elmer Maddux, Dr. McKinley, Jim Reese, Mike Thralls, Bob 



Thompson   No:  None.   Abstentions:  None.  Absent:   Steve Thompson.  The 

motion passed. 

 

 

Strategic Planning Updategram of ER 

 

The categories from the strategic planning session on February 3, 2012 were presented and 

discussed.     

 

1. Mandatory: The purpose of the ERC Advisory Board is to create the Eastern 

Red Cedar Registry and maintain harvesting records of ERC trees in 

Oklahoma.  

 

2. Marketing: a.) Develop an integrated Marketing Campaign to collect, 

coordinate and disseminate information and research on Eastern Redcedar 

potential products and uses.  B.) Develop a formalized outreach program of 

ERC wood products and research. 

 

Currently the ERC website lists harvesters along with the services they offer.  

It was suggested it would also be beneficial to place the 2011 harvest data 

obtained from the Conservation Districts and NRCS data on the website.  

 

Elmer Maddux stated we need to get more information out to the public about 

the negative impact and damage ERC trees can do.  Steven Glasgow 

suggested providing posters and fact sheets to conservation and NRCS offices.    

 

3. Education: Promote new uses and market for ERC products. 

 

It was suggested that there be at least one presentation at each Board meeting, 

either by a member or by an invited guest.  It was also suggested that the ERC 

Board produce a fact sheet and/or tri-fold information sheet explaining what 

the ERC Registry Board does and that provides information about prescribed 

burns and wood production processing.   

          

Dr. Salim said that there are fact sheets on wood on the OSU website and that 

they could be used as a basis for the ERC fact sheets. The information could 

be listed on the ERC website; distributed to the NRCS offices and 

Conservation offices; and ERC members could meet with Ag County 

Education offices to promote the information.  

 

4. Research:  Strategically support resources and research programs in the 

biofuels and bioenergy industry making Oklahoma a leader in the field. 

 

Gary Bledsoe asked Jackie Rosen to notify the Board of any biofuel bills 

before the legislature.   

 

5. Promote Prescribed Fire & Statewide Insurance:  a.) Promote harvesting of the 

eastern redcedar tree.   b.)  Promote the use of prescribed fire to stop redcedar 



encroachment.  c.)  Initiate insurance availability for producers utilizing 

prescribed fire. 

 

Mike Thralls stated that some rural fire departments will do prescribed burns 

for a fee.  George Geissler reported that rural fire departments must have 

specialized liability insurance in order to perform prescribed burns.  He also 

stated that the Forestry Division on the ODAFF website presently has a listing 

of providers that will do prescribed burns and he can have that linked to the 

ERC website. 

 

It was also mentioned that the Prescribed Burn Association could assist with 

education and the benefits of using prescribed burns to help control the ERC. 

Steven Glasgow suggested that Gary Bledsoe sit on this association to provide 

information to them about the ERC Registry Board and help coordinate the 

two groups working together.  Steven Glasgow will ask the Prescribed Burn 

Association to include Gary in future meetings. 

 

There was no Old Business to present. 

 

The Funding Committee did not have a report to present. 

 

The Communications Committee did not have a report to present. 

 

Registration Committee 

Pat Clark has obtained application sheets and will hand them out in northwest Oklahoma.  Jackie 

Brink-Rosen has spoken with Clay Pope and the ERC Board may setup a booth to hand out 

information on Conservation Day at the Capitol.  Mike Thralls suggested trying to have the fact 

sheets ready to hand out on that day.  Dr. Salim, Jackie and Paul Todd will work together to have 

something to hand out. 

 

New Business 

Jackie Brink Rosen gave an update on current legislation. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Friday, July 6, 2012, in the CPS Conference Room at the 

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 

a.m. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

President, Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board 

 

 

______________________________ 

Executive Secretary 


