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CONSTRUCTION

To create your FIREWISE structure, remember
that the primary goals are fuel and exposure
reduction.

v Use construction materials that are fire-resistant or non-
combustible whenever possible.

v/ Use shingles such as Class-A asphalt , slate or clay
tile, metal, or cement and concrete products for roof
construction.

AN

Construct a fire-resistant sub-roof for added protection.

v/ Use fire resistant materials such as stucco or masonry for
exterior walls. These products are much better than vinyl
which can soften and melt.

v’ Consider both size and materials for windows; smaller
panes hold up better in their frames than larger ones;
double pane glass and tempered glass are more effective
than single pane glass; plastic skylights can melt.

v Prevent sparks from entering your home through vents, by
covering exterior attic and underfloor vents with wire mesh
no larger than 1/8 of an inch.

v’ Keep your gutters, eaves and roof clear of leaves and other
debris.

v/ Clear dead wood and dense vegetation within at least 30
feet from your house, and move firewood away from your
house or attachments like fences or decks.

Any structure attached to the house, such as
decks, porches, fences and sheds should be
considered part of the house. These structures
can act as fuses or fuel bridges, particularly if
constructed from flammable materials.

v If you wish to attach an all-wood fence to your home, use
masonry or metal as a protective barrier between the fence
and house.

v/ Use non-flammable metal when constructing a trellis and
cover with high-moisture, fire-resistant vegetation.

v/ Prevent combustible materials and debris from
accumulating beneath patio deck or elevated porches;
screen underneath or box in areas below the deck or porch

www.firewise.org

Would you like some Free help

to make your home or building
Fire ?

We can come talk to you and your
civic or neighborhood group. We
can send you information,
answer questions, and help
you help yourself and your
neighbbors be FireWise!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT:

FireWise Oklahoma
firewise@oda.state.ok.us
P.O. Box 528804
Oklahoma City, OK 73152
405.522.6158

VISIT THESE HELPFUL WEBSITES:

FireWise
www.firewise.org

U.S. FOREST SERVICE
www.fs.fed.us

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
www.fema.gov

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & FORESTRY
Division of Forestry Services
2800 N. Lincoln Boulevard - P.O. Box 528804
Oklahoma City, OK 73152
405.522.6158

www.oda.state.ok.us

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
2401 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite C51 - P.O. Box 53365
Oklahoma City, OK 73152-3365
405.521.2481

http://www.ok.gov/oem/

This publication was developed by Firewise, adapted, printed and issued by the Department of Agriculture
Food & Forestry, Forestry Services, as authorized by Terry Peach, Commisioner. 150,000 copies have
been prepared and distributed at a cost of $8,095.00. Copies have been depsoited with Publications
Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries.

No person in the United States shall on the grounds of race, color, natural origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of,or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any
program or activity of an applicant or recepient receiving federal financial assistance from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) or any agency thereof.
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LANDSCAPING

To create a landscape that will make your home
less vulnerable to wildfire, the primary goal

is fuel modification. Think of the area around
your home in zones. Zone 1 is closest to the
structure, Zone 4 is the farthest away.

Zone 1 This well-irrigated area encircles the structure
for at least 30 feet on all sides, providing space
for fire suppression equipment in the event of an
emergency. Plants should be limited to carefully
spaced fire resistant tree and shrub species.

Zone 2 Fire resistant plant materials should be used here.
Plants should be low-growing, and the irrigation
system should extend into this section.

Zone 3 Place low-growing plants and well-spaced trees
in this area, remembering to keep the volume of
vegetation (fuel) low.

Zone 4 This furthest zone from the structure is a natural
area. Thin selectively here and remove highly
flammable vegetation.

Also remember to:
v Carefully space the trees and shrubs you plant.

v’ Take out the “ladder fuels” — vegetation that serves as a
link between grass and tree tops. These fuels can carry
fire from vegetation to a structure or from a structure to
vegetation.

When maintaining a landscape:

v Keep trees and shrubs pruned. Prune all trees six to 10
feet from the ground.

v’ Water and maintain your lawn regularly.
v Mow dry grass and weeds.
v’ Dispose of cuttings and debris properly.

v/ Landscape with less-flammable plants. Contact your
local state forester, county extension office or landscape
specialist for plant information.
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