How do | know if | live in one of
Forestry Services’ Protection Areas?

Oklahoma’s Forest Protection Area covers 6.2 mil-
lion acres and generally lies east of the following
boundary: In Ottawa County, at the Jct. of Hwy. 60
and the Arkansas State Line, go west then south
along the east shoreline of Grand Lake, Lake Hud-
son and Fort Gibson Lake, to Jct. with Arkansas
River at Muskogee. Go south and east along the
river to the Haskell and LeFlore County line; south
along county line to Hwy. 9; west along Hwy. 9 to
Stigler; then northwest along the Missouri-Pacific
railroad to the North Canadian River; then west
along the river to Lake Eufaula. Go south along the
east shoreline of Lake Eufaula to Hwy. 31; south
along Hwy. 31 to the Jct. with Hwy. 69; and south
along Hwy. 69 to Atoka. From Atoka, go east along
Hwy. 3 to the Pushmataha County line; south along
the county line to the Choctaw County line; east
along the county line to Kiamichi River / Hugo Lake;
south along the east shoreline of Hugo Lake to Hwy.
70; east along Hwy. 70 to Valliant. From Valliant, go
northeast along old Hwy. 98 (now a county road) to
Little River; southeast along the north shore of Little
River to where the section line between Sections 19
and 20, Township 7 South - Range 24 East crosses
Little River north of Idabel; south along this section
line to the southwest corner of Section 20, Township
7 South - Range 24 East; follow section line one
mile east and then south along section lines 12
miles to the Red River.

To Obtain A Burning
Authorization

Protection Area
Western Boundary

Call the Toll Free Number
listed for your area.

1 Southeast Area

1-800-299-2468

2 East Central Area

1-800-375-2056

3 Northeast Area

1-800-299-3473

WHERE TO GET HELP

Forestry Services Division
Oklahoma Department of
Agriculture, Food and Forestry

405-522-6158

www.forestry.ok.gov

Other Sources of Assistance:

\

e L Oklahoma Cooperative
: =5 Extension Service
AL A
ExTtension  (WWW.countyext.okstate.edu)

USDA NRCS R
= | Conservation

(www.ok.nrcs.usda.gov)

Local Conservation District Office
(www.okcc.state.ok.us)

CAUTION

Fire is a powerful management tool, that
takes training and experience to master.
People using fire can incur significant liabil-
ity for damages done to others when the
burn goes wrong. The Oklahoma Forestry
Services strongly recommends that inexpe-
rienced burners obtain the services of a
trained and experienced professional.

Forestry Services recommends
you always contact your local
fire department prior to burning.

A simple phone call can save
them an unnecessary run and
save you money.

Forestry Services Division

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture,
Food and Forestry
P.O. Box 528804
Oklahoma City, OK 73152

Phone: 405-522-6158
Fax: 405-522-4583

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy,
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 220250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This publication has been developed, printed and issued by the Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry as authorized by Terry
Peach, Commissioner and Secretary of Agriculture. 30,000 copies were
printed and distributed at a cost of $5,461. Copies have been deposited
with the Publications Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Department of Li-
braries.

This publication was prepared using funds from the National Fire Plan for
2003 Grant Number 03-DG-11083140-01A.
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Burning
Within
The Law

Our Mission is to Conserve, Enhance and
Protect the Forest Resources of Oklahoma
for Present and Future Generations

www.forestry.ok.gov




Why all the concern about burning?

Bu g can reduce
hazardous fuels.

What about Burning Bans?

The Governor of Oklahoma may proclaim a ban on burn-
ing whenever there is an extraordinary danger from wild-
fire due to extreme drought conditions. Under a Gover-
nor’s Burning Ban the burning of land cover and brush
piles is generally prohibited. It is a misdemeanor to vio-
late the Governor's Burning Ban, punishable by a fine of
up to $500.00 and/or up to 1 year of imprisonment.

Statutory Reference: O.S. Title 2 § 16-26

What does a Red Flag Warning mean?

Red Flag Warnings are issued whenever extreme burning
conditions develop or are forecasted to develop. A Red
Flag Warning means that a prescribed burn may need to
be have additional precautions taken to prevent the fire
from escaping or be postponed. A Red Flag Warning is
not a Burning Ban, although many local jurisdictions will
revoke or stop issuing permits under a Red Flag Warning.

What is the difference between a “Controlled
Burn” and a “Prescribed Burn?”

In Oklahoma, a controlled burn is any legally conducted
burning of land cover. A prescribed burn is a legally de-
fined controlled burn conducted under specified condi-
tions and following the process described in O.S. Title 2 §
16-28.1 for reduced liability.

Statutory Reference: O.S. Title 2 § 16-2

What about smoke?

Smoke and air quality are regulated by the Oklahoma
Department of Environmental Quality through Administra-
tive Rules. The rule for open burning is located in Okla-
homa’s Administrative Code at Section 252:100-13.

According to Administrative Rule 252:100-13-7 (4):

(4) Land management and land clearing operations. Open
burning is allowed for the following land management and
land clearing operations.

(A) Fires purposely set to forest, crop or range lands for a spe-

cific reason in the management of forests, crops or game,
in accordance with practices recommended by the Okla-
homa Department of Wildlife Conservation, the Oklahoma
State Department of Agriculture, and the United States
Forest Service.
Fires purposely set for land clearing operations if conducted
at least 500 feet upwind of any occupied residence other
than those located on the property on which the burning is
conducted, except that such burning must be conducted in
open-pit incinerators in counties or areas that are or have
been designated non-attainment.

According to 252:100-13-9:

The open burning of refuse and other combustible

material may be conducted only if the following conditions and
requirements are met:

(1) No public nuisance is or will be created.

(2) The burning is controlled so that a visibility hazard

is not created on any roadway, rail track or air field as

a result of the air contaminants being emitted.

(3) The burning is conducted so that the contaminants

do not adversely affect the ambient air quality of a city

or town.

(4) The initial burning shall begin only between three

hours after sunrise and three hours before sunset and additional
fuel shall not be intentionally added to the fire at times outside
these limits. This requirement

does not apply to the open burning allowed under
252:100-13-7(2), (3), (4)(A) and (6)(B).

For more information on smoke management regulations con-
tact the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality at: 1-
800-869-1400, or view their rules on-line at:

www.deq.state.ok.us/rules/100.pdf




